PLAN COMMISSION MEETING

January 16, 2007

Present:  Bridget Handel, Kay Kuehn, Mike Gallagher, Pam Gallagher, Franklin Kirk, Rick Koeck, Kayleen Kinnison, Ellen Richardson, Cindy Rule, Leslie Parr.

1.  Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

2.  Proof of Posting.  The meeting was properly posted on December 28, 2006 and published on January 1, 2007.

3.  Additions or Corrections/Approval of Agenda.  Motion by Chris Dietzen, second by Carol Linley to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

4.  Roll call.  Present:  Scott Stokes, Chris Dietzen, Carol Linley, Dick Royston.  Absent:  Steve Bacher, Jim Craney, Bob Dodsworth.

5.  Approve minutes from the December 5, 2006 Plan Commission meeting.  Motion by Carol Linley, second by Chris Dietzen to approve the minutes from the December 5, 2006 meeting.  Motion carried.

6.  Discussion and possible action regarding a Conditional Use permit to operate a pet grooming business at 506 Crocker St., Suite #4.  The request is being made by Bridget Handel.  Bridget Handel would like to open a dog grooming business in the same unit that the vet clinic was in.  A letter in opposition was received from an owner that does not occupy the building.  Bridget would be willing to work with others in the building by requiring her customers to use the back door and adjusting the days and hours of operation of her business.  She calls her customers when the animals are done for pick up.  Some animals could be there 5 to 6 hours.  During that time, they would be put in a kennel inside of the building.  

The vet clinic was in the building for 4 years and had substantially no complaints.  Franklin Kirk, Rick Koeck, Dale Carlson and Wayne Christianson developed the building in 1997.  They still own units 3 & 4.  There are rear entrances from the alley.  One of the items in the lease is a warning for people not to let animals defecate or urinate.  Bridget would be giving out free plastic bags for clean up.  She would also be cautious of noise in consideration of other tenants.  There would be no overnight tenancy.  

Bridget has been in business downtown for several years.  This business would fit in well with highway use.  The Condo association has rules about animals being bred and occupying the building.


Dr. Mike Gallagher spoke in opposition to the Conditional Use Permit.  He has had a chiropractic business in this building for 8+ years.  His past experiences with the vet clinic has made conditions unsafe for his patients.  He has experienced dogs barking, bad smells, intimidation to his patients, there has been urine on the post outside of the building and fecal matter on the sidewalk, there was a hair problem, he has had to pay dry cleaning bills for his patients and has dealt with allergies with his patients.  He has lost patients due to the former location of the vet clinic.  He is also the only owner in the building on premises.


Several people spoke in support of the Conditional Use Permit.


Motion by Carol Linley, second by Dick Royston to allow a Conditional Use Permit to allow Bridget Handel to operate a dog grooming business with the following conditions:

· The Conditional Use Permit will be reviewed in 6 months.

· There will be a sign in the front of the building that animals use the back door only.

Motion amended by Carol Linley, second amended by Dick Royston that the following conditions also apply:

· Weatherstripping and a threshold be added to the door of the dog grooming suite to minimize hair problems.

· If the Condo association cannot resolve two complaints that have to be forwarded to the Plan Commission, the Conditional Use Permit will be reviewed. 

Carol Linley and Dick Royston voted in support of the motion and Scott Stokes and Chris Dietzen voted against.  Motion fails.

7.  Adjournment.  Motion by Chris Dietzen, second by Carol Linley to adjourn.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Sue Dietzen, CMC/CMT

Clerk/Treasurer
